FIRST  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  AMERICA

were attained with the greatest possible precaution and -pre-
cision, modified them as to the manner, essentially all the
evidence which I have obtained tending to the conclusions
above mentioned, has likewise been substantially obtained
by a great number of observers. Many who never sought
any spiritual communication and have not been induced
to enrol themselves as Spiritualists, will nevertheless not
only affirm the existence of the sounds and movements,
but also admit their inscrutability.

Mr. James J. Mapes, LL.D., of New York, an
agricultural chemist and member of various learned
societies, commenced his investigation into Spiritual-
ism in order to rescue, as he said, his friends, who
were " running to imbecility " over the new craze.
Through the mediumship of Mrs. Cora Hatch, after-
wards Mrs. Richmond, he received what are described
as marvellous scientific answers to his questions. He
ended by becoming a thorough believer, and his wife,
who had no artistic talent, became a drawing and
painting medium. His daughter had, unknown to
him, become a writing medium, and when she spoke
to him about this development he asked her to give
him an exhibition of her power. She took a pen and
rapidly wrote what professed to be a message from
Professor Mapes's father. The Professor asked for a
proof of identity. His daughter's hand at once
wrote: <c You may recollect that I gave you, among
other books, an Encyclopaedia; look at page 120 of
that book, and you will find my name written there,
which you have never seen/' The book referred to
was stored with others at a warehouse. When Pro-
fessor Mapes opened the case, which had been undis-